
4. PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT
4.1 The strategic planning policy framework for the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan area is contained in Eden District Council’s 

Eden Local Plan (ELP) 2014-2032. 

4.2 The ELP 2014-2032 sets out how the growth of jobs, homes and 
infrastructure will be managed in the period up to 2032. The Plan 

was adopted by Eden District Council (EDC) on 11 October 2018. 
The spatial implications of the ELP 2014-2032 are shown on 

Figure 8 of this document. The PNDP must be in general 
conformity with these strategic planning policies: 

https://www.eden.gov.uk/planning-andbuilding/planning-
policy/eden-local-plan/ 

4.3 During the Neighbourhood Plan process, EDC had also drafted a 

Penrith Strategic Masterplan (present -2050). The aim of the 
Masterplan was to provide a long-term vision of what Penrith and 

Eden might become. The Masterplan was not a development plan 
document and, following analysis of the public engagement 

exercise, Eden District Council’s Executive resolved to take no 

further activity with regard to the Masterplan concept in July 
2019. 

4.4 The PNDP must also be consistent with national planning policy 
which is set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

published in revised form in February 2019. This sets out in 
paragraphs 7 and 8 that the purpose of the planning system is to 

contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. 

4.5 The ELP 2014-2032 sets strategic planning policy for the area. 
The NPPF sets out the scope of non-strategic policies that can be 

used in neighbourhood plans to set “more detailed policies for 
specific areas, neighbourhoods or types of development” (NPPF 

paragraph 28). This can include: 
“allocating sites, the provision of infrastructure and community 

facilities at a local level, establishing design principles, conserving 

and enhancing the natural and historic environment and setting 
out other development management policies.” 

More specifically for neighbourhood plans NPPF paragraphs 29 
and 30 state: 
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“29. Neighbourhood planning gives communities the power to 
develop a shared vision for their area. Neighbourhood plans can 

shape, direct and help to deliver sustainable development, by 
influencing local planning decisions as part of the statutory 

development plan. Neighbourhood plans should not promote less 
development than set out in the strategic policies for the area or 

undermine those strategic policies. 

30. Once a neighbourhood plan has been brought into force, the
policies it contains take precedence over existing non-strategic

policies in a local plan covering the neighbourhood area, where
they are in conflict; unless they are superseded by strategic or

non-strategic policies that are adopted subsequently.”
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Key to Figure 8. 
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Figure 8. ELP 2014 to 2032 (Source: EDC https://www.eden.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/eden-local-plan /) 
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